Lectin and immunolabeling of microvascular endothelia.
A number of recently developed localization techniques are beginning to be applied in the study of endothelial cells and their structural components. In this article we will review a number of these cytochemical approaches as well as their advantages and disadvantages and their applications. The methods will be presented for processing tissues for either L.R. White embedding or semi-thin and thin frozen sections followed by subsequent lectin and immunolabeling for fluorescence and electron microscopic examination. These techniques are easily applied in the localization of perfused exogenous proteins and of endogenous endothelial-associated proteins. The results that can be obtained from such studies are presented and discussed.